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A Reminder
B u il d in g  B lock s 3  W or k sh op
T he Sacram ents: H oly Com munion  and  B aptism
Classroom  M anagem ent ( i .e. D iscipl ine)
Creat iv i ty in  the  Classro om
A p r il 2 0, 2 0 0 2     F red er i ct on , St J oh n  t h e  E van geli st
C h u r ch  H a ll , M ain  St .  C on t act  M ar y  R ob i n son , 4 5 8-
9 411, st j oh n s@ n b n et .n b .ca
A p r i l 2 7     Sain t  J oh n ,  St  M ar y  &  St B ar t h olom ew ’ s,
W est m or lan d  R d .  C on t act  J o an n e F i t zp at r i ck , 6 5 7-
7 8 0 8, or  t h e  p ar i sh  of f i ce  e-m ail , an gels2@ n b n et .n b .ca
M ay 4        M on ct on , St . A n d r ew ’ s, Su n n y  B r ae,
E lm w o od  D r .  C on t act  B ar b  L an gis, 3 8 6-54 4 3,
b _lan gis@ h ot m ail .com
A ll w orksho ps begin  w i th  registration  and  coff ee  at 9  a.m .
T he f i rst talk  is at 9:3 0.  T here  is an  ho ur for  l unch  (please
br ing  your ow n or plan  to  eat ou t) , and  the  day ends
aro und  3  p.m .

Self-Hardening Clay
A  Recipe

T o  m ake 2  cu ps

1  cu p  sand
½  cu p  cornstarch
1  tsp. p ow dered  alum  (T his is o btainable  in  large  drug
stores.  T he  Shoppers D rug  M art  I cal l ed  sel ls i t f or  $3.49
for 1 2 5  gm s)
3/4  cu p  hot w ater
fo o d  colo ur ing  (o ptional)
M ix  the  sand, cornstarch  and  alum  in  a  large  saucepan. 
A d d  the  ho t w ater and  sti r  v igoro usly.  A d d  food
colo ur ing  i f yo u  w ish.  Co ol over a  m edium  heat until
thi ck , sti r r i ng  constantly.  Cool and  store  in  an  ai r tight
container.  A f ter use,  all ow  the  ‘ creat ions’  to  dry in  a
sunny place  for several days.  

M ore on Questions
L ast m onth  I w rote  ab o ut the  di ff erent types of questions.
H ere  are  som e w ords one  m ight use  to  star t each  type  of
q uestion, and  som e other activ i ties that relate  to  each
category.
K now ledge A sk  direct  q uest ions -  w hat, w here,  how ,
w hen.  A sk  chil dren  to  m atch  tw o  colum ns  of w ords.  E .g.  
A  li st  of occu pations w i th  a  li st of the  nam es of the
apostles.  
U se  w ords li ke  identi f y, recall and  locate.  
Com prehension A sk  w hy.

A p plication     L ist, m ake, teach  som eone else, interv iew ,
rep ort.   M ake  a  diagram , a  col l ection, a  p uzzle, a
scrap b o ok , a  m o bil e, a  m o del , a  m ap.  I ll ustrate.
A nalysis      Com pare, contrast, put into  categor ies,
separate  into  par ts.  M ake  a chart or  diagram , w r i te  a
rep ort, m ake  an advertisem ent or com mercial .
Synthesis      Predict, estim ate,  im agine, invent, com p ose. 
W ri te  a  new s artic le, a  radio  o r T V  show , a  p oem , a  song
or a  play.  M ake  up  a  p u p pet show .  D raw  a  cartoon.  
Evaluation    Ju dge, debate, recom mend, decide, cho ose. 
Cond uct a  co ur t tr ial , have  a  panel or a  gro u p  d iscussion,
w ri te  a  recom mendation.

A Few M ore Discipli ne Tips
L ik e  the  scouting  m ovem ent, B E  PRE PA RED ! 

T his  cann ot be  stressed  too  highly.  If you  need  to  spend
tim e at the  beginning  of the  class, f inding  paper and
pencil s, or  searching  for unbroken crayons, or m arkers
that have  not dr ied  ou t, or  i f you  ap pear unsure  of the
story, m any chil d ren  w ill quick ly take  advantage  of the
si tuation.  T ry to  be  fam i li ar  enough w i th  the  story w hich
is the  basis o f yo ur  lesson that you  can  tell it w i tho ut
hav ing  to  read  every w ord.  Structure  an d  rou tine,
particular ly at the  beginning  of the  class,  give  chil dren  a
sense  of secur i ty and  the  im pression  that yo u  are  in
contro l !

A ct tow ards the  chil dren  in  a  respectfu l w ay. 
L o o k  at them  w hen you  talk  to  them , use  thei r  nam es,
keep  yo ur voice  calm  ( i f yo u  are  not calm , give  an  O scar
w inning  perform ance!) , and, i f p ossible,  get d ow n to  their
level .  If chil dren  receive  respect f rom  yo u  they are  m ore
li k ely to  act that w ay in  return.

T ry to  get to  kn ow  the  chil dren  in  yo ur  class an d  a
li ttle  of their  back gro und. Y o u  w ill understand  their
behav io ur m uch better. T his, of co urse, i s one  advantage
of a  sm all Sunday scho ol i n  w hich  fam ili es know  each
other w el l . 

T im e o ut.  If a  chil d  is continuall y disru ptive, yo u
m ay need  to  use  this too l .  If the  ro om  is large  eno u gh, try
to  keep  the  chil d  w i th  the  class, b ut a  li ttle  aw ay f rom
w hat is g oing  on.  A ll ow  him /her to  see  w hat the  o thers
are  d oing, and  tell him  that he  is w elcom e  to  join  the
gro u p  w hen  he  has calm ed  dow n/ is ready to  be  p oli te/
w o uld  li ke  to  jo in  in  the  activ i ty.   

T eacher: D idn’ t yo u  hear m e  call yo u?
Chi ld: B ut yo u  said  not to  answ er yo u  back !


