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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Thank you to those who told me aout their spedal events
over the Advent and Christmas sasons. For example, one
teader of a Grade 5 classin the Fredericton area
organised an Advent Angel bre&fast, adapting it from the
suggestions which were for Preschool. She aquired
Advent cdendar placemats from Credive
Communicaions for the Parish - agred source of
inexpensive materials (Call 1.8003259414for a
caalogue) Her family got excited about the projed and
her Mom provided little angel ornamentsto put at eat
placesetting to take home dterwards and her sister a
beautiful pop-up angel book to be presented to Transition
House dong with the angels made by the dhildren at the
party. Shereportsthat the dhildren had agrea time
learning about the meaning of the season, playing games,
eding and making their crafts.

Another teater tells me her parish is enthusiastic about
the Epiphany party they are planning.

Please keep me posted as to your adivities, and it would
also be good to seesome pictures and articlesin the NB
Anglican so that the Diocese is kept aware of your grea
work with its children.

Think about the Outcomes

It isvery easy in teading to get side-tradked by the fun

adivities we want to incorporate into the lesson and

forget what it iswe ae hoping to tead. We cetainly
want to make leaning fun, but | think it often helpsto sit
badk and ask ourselves what exadly we ae hoping to
acomplish this particular week or season. These pointers
may help:

1. Askyoursdlf, “What do | exped the dildren to be
ableto do or to know after | have taught this leson?’
Of course, thiswill depend on the age group you
tead, but examples might be: At the end of this
leson the dildren will be ale to retell the story of
the Good Samaritan or At the end of this lesson the
children will know and be ale to explain three
symbols of Easter. If you kegp a dea outcome in
mind as you plan the leson, the adivities you choose
will be more likely to help towards the goal.

2. Connred the new story or ideayou hope to teat with
what the dildren already know. If, for example, you
are teading about Jesus baptism, you might ask the
children to talk about baptisms they have seen, and
what they think happened at them. If you use a

theme based curriculum you might review how
last week’s gory focussed upon a cetain asped
of the theme, and this week’s goes a little further,
or asks another question. Keep the intro brief or
you will not get to the story!

3. Tead. Red or tell the story, or the information,
in as exciting away as possble, using drama,
maps, pictures, models etc., if possble, to reat
as many different leaning styles as you can,
without cluttering it too much. Ask questionsto
chedk on whether or not your intended outcome
has been achieved.

4. Havethe dildren show they ‘got’ what you
taught by giving it badk to you as a puppet show,
in an art or craft projed, by writing asong or a
poem, or in any other creaive form you can think
of.

5. Closure. Review, making sure you re-state the
am in someway. E.g. Let’slook at these
examples of Easter symbols you've made. Bill’s
made this gred decorated egg. Who can
remember what is it about the eggthat reminds
us of Easter?

6. Suggest that the dhildren tead what they have
learned to someone dse over the mming week.

Thel ord’sPrayer
Do the dnildren in your classknow the Lord's Prayer?
Areyou surethey know it? One dild was head to
redte, “Our father, who does art in heaven, Howard is
his name.”
It is probably avery good ideato go over the words
every yea with children, with the prayer written on
chart paper or Bristol board, and to take timeto
explain such words as ‘art’ (an old way of saying is)
and ‘hallowed’ (holy, saaed - athough ‘holy’ isa
word open to mis-interpretation by young children,
and the best you may be ale to do isto say that
‘hallowed” means very spedal and dfferent)

Workshops
Would you like one in your parish, or deanery? Please
cdl or e-mail the phone number or addressabove.
If you live in southern NB, | will be giving a one day
eaumenicd workshop in Pennfield on Feb 15 (cdl the
Rev Mary Anne Langmaid, 755 3463h), 755
30290)), and a one day Building Blocks one in Saint
Johnon Feb 22. Call Joanne Fitzpatrick, 657 7808




